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Congress.* Thus stealthily advancing they reached the
shores of Lake Champlain. Captain De La Place, the
commander at Ticonderoga, had under him forty-four
soldiers, but believed himself in profound peace and
most complete security. Early on the morning of the
10th. of May he was surprised in bed by Ethan Allen
and required to surrender. "By what authority?" said
the astonished commander. "I demand it," answered
Allen, " in the name of the Great Jehovah and of the
" Continental Congress !" The summons though unusual
could not be resisted; and in like manner the fort at
Crown Point, which indeed had but twelve men for its
garrison, was suddenly seized. And further still, the
Enterprise sloop, the only vessel of the Royal Navy on
Lake Champlain, yielded to the skill and energy of
Arnold.

It is diverting to find several British writers, misled
by Allen's birthplace in New England, and by his sum-
mons " in the name of the Great Jehovah," describe him
as a formal or fanatic Puritan. So far from this he was
not even a believer in the Christian Revelation, but com-
,posed a book against it, entitled " Reason the only
" Oracle of Man." The void left in his mind by re-
ligous truth was, as we often see it, filled by silly fancies.
According to some of his biographers he was wont to
assure his friends that he expected to return to this life,
not indeed once more as a biped, but in the form of a
" large white horse !" f

The same day on which the-Americans surprised Ti-
conderoga beheld the meeting of their second Congress at
Philadelphia. Early in the year Lord Dartmouth had
issued a Circular to the Governors of the several Colonies
enjoining them to prevent, if possible, the election of
delegates to that Congress as highly displeasing to the
King. Nevertheless the elections took place without
hindrance and without hesitation in the twelve Colonies
which had already combined for that object. Dr.
Franklin had arrived at Philadelphia en the 5th of
May, and the very next morning by an unanimous vote

.           * Sparks's Life of Arnold, p. 8. and 14.

f See his Life by Sparks, p. 351. ed. 1834.